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According to a report released Sept. 8 by the Brazilian Society for the Progress of Science, the
nation's overall level of technological sophistication is about 15 years behind. Report author, former
secretary of scientific and technological development Luciano Coutinho, said the main cause of such
backwardness is insufficient research and development (R&D). Government spending on science
and technology has declined since 1980. At present, R&D spending is down 40% compared to $2.38
billion in 1987. Coutinho pointed out that only 6,000 Brazilians are currently enrolled in advanced
degree programs abroad. In contrast, other Third World nations such as South Kores, China
and Taiwan, have 30,000 students each studying in foreign universities. The report asserted that
technological obsolescence is apparent on a daily basis: telephones that do not work, expensive and
low-quality computers and other informatics equipment, and erroneous weather reports. According
to the National Research Institute (Instituto Nacional de Pesquisa), Brazil loses $3 billion per year
due to weather forecasting errors. University of Sao Paulo professor Sergio de Oliveira attributed the
poor quality and limitations of available computer equipment to the government's eight-year-long
informatics market reserve policy. The state-run telephone company Telebras reports that 25% of
all telephone calls are not completed. Only 23% of urban residences are equipped with telephones,
while 330,000 phone lines have been sold but are not yet installed. Brazil's telephone-inhabitant
ratio is 5.84 per 100, compared to 7.8 in Poland, 7.77 in Venezuela, 11.23 in Uruguay, 41.7 in Japan,
and 66.36 in Switzerland. (Basic data from EFE, 09/08/91)
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